PASSAGES  FROM  ARABIA  DESERTA
the former peoples of Barbary.) Twelve years he had been m the
East and might seem to be a man of middle age, but in his own
eyes his years were fifty and more, 'And wot you why (he would
say and laugh again), my heart is ever green/ The Moors are
born under wandering stars. Many wearing the white burnus,
come in every pilgrimage to Mecca; thence they disperse them-
selves to Syria, to Mesopotamia, and to all the East Arabic world
seeking fortune and service. They labour at their old trades in a
new land, and those that have none, (they have all a humour of
arms,) will commonly hire themselves as soldiers. They are
hired' before other men, for their circumspect acrid nature, to be
caretakers of orchards at Damascus, and many private trusts are
committed to the bold Moghrebies. These Western men are
distinguished by their harsh ventriloquial speech, and foreign
voices.
Nejm, now a great while upon this side of the sea, was grown
infirm more tKan aged; he could not hope to see his Fez again,
that happier soil of which, with a sort of smiling simplicity, he
gossiped continually.   He had wandered through the Barbary
states, he knew even the Algerian sdhara; at Tunis he had taken
service, then sometime in Egypt far upon the Nile; afterward he
was a soldier in Syria, and later of the haj-road service, in the
camp at Maan: a fervent Moslem, yet one that had seen and
suffered in the world, he could be tolerant, and I was kindly
received by him. The Engleys (said he) at Jebel Tar (Gibraltar)
were his people's neighbours over the strait.'   He had liever
Engleys titan Stambulies, Turks that were corrupted and no good
Modems. Only the last year the Sir Amin had left a keg of wine
with them in the kella, till their coining up again: ea cursed man
(he said) to drink of that which is forbidden to the Moslemin!'
He was father of two children, but, daughters, he seemed not to
regard them; female children are a burden of small joy in a poor
Modem family; for whom the father shall at least receive but a
slender bride-money, when they are divided from his household.
Nature pi^pared for the lad Mohammed an unhappy age; vain
and timid, the stripling was ambitious to be somewhat, without
irirtuous endeavour. A loiterer at his labour and a slug in the
I heard when Mohammed Aly reprehended him in this
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